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CROTON OIL IN TIC DOULOUREUX. 


BY J. A. EASTON, M.D.. MEMBER OF THE FACULTY OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF 
GLASGOW, ETC. 


Tue following is an addition to the facts, already published, regarding 
the efficacy of croton oil as a remedy in tic douloureux. 

The observations of Janelli, of Sir Charles Bell, Dr. Newbigging, 
Mr. Cochran (of Edinburgh), and others, on croton oil as a remedy in 
nervous diseases, induced me to try that medicine in the subjoined case, 
which presented itself on the 10th inst. On that day I was requested 
to visit Mr. W. M., a gentleman, whose vocation as a commercial travel- 
ler necessarily exposes him to the full force of those atmospheric changes 
which take place so frequently in our northern climate. Four days be- 
fore this, Mr. M. had travelled for five hours, from 5 to 10 P. M., on 
the top of a coach, during the prevalence of a piercing easterly wind. 
The day after this journey, he was seized with intense pain in the left 
side of the head; to relieve which, he applied of his own accord eight 
leeches to the affected part, and had recourse to Epsom salts and other 
purgatives. Deriving no benefit from his stock of domestic therapeutt- 
cals—which he had completely exhausted—my services were requested 
on the 10th, as already mentioned. Pain, represented as excruciating 
and darting, is experienced at stated periods in the left side of the scalp 
from forehead to vertex, while pressure on the trunk of the left supra- 
orbital nerve augments his sufferings to an almost intolerable degree. 
The headache commences about 5 in the afternoon, and continues with- 
out intermission or abatement for fourteen hours, during which the patient 
is so distractingly agonized that he feels a strong desire to dash his head 
on the wall, or on any other solid body that is within his reach. His 
friends state, that at this period he is slightly incoherent. With the ter- 
mination of the dreaded fourteen hours, return tranquillity of mind and 
alleviation of pain. The bowels are regular, the pulse is 80, the skin 
cool, the tongue whitish ; but it ought to be mentioned, that when these 
observations were noted, the headache, though severe, was comparatively 
tolerable. The following was ordered:—R. Croton oil, gtts. ij. ; com- 
pound extract of colocynth, grs. xij. Make into four pills, of which let 
one be taken every two hours. | 

On the next day (the 11th) the headache was greatly relieved, though 
by no means removed. The medicine, to use his own language, had 
produced “above forty stools” of a yellow color and most offensive 
smell. ‘The urine was greatly increased in quantity, and of a deep-red 
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color. Desirous to follow up the success which had been evidently ob- 
tained, I ordered the pills to be repeated ; but the severe purgation which 
they had induced formed an obstacle to their administration, which 
neither argument nor entreaty could overcome. Under these circum- 
stances the treament at first adopted was abandoned, and the following 
was substituted :—R. Arsenical solution, gtts. viij. Three times a day. 

12. Pain of head returned yesterday afternoon with nearly equal in- 
tensity, and Mr. M. has passed a sleepless night. Will not consent to 
take the pills which were prescribed on the 10th. Increase the dose 
of the solution of arsenic to ten drops; and let half a drachm of tinc- 
ture of aconite be rubbed upon the painful part of the head, morning 
and evening. 

13. No change. Headache as severe as formerly, and of the same 
duration. 

14, Headache as intense as on the 10th. Patient, having an impres- 
sion that death will soon terminate his sufferings, will now submit to 
anything in the way of treatment. Omit the solution of arsenic and 
tincture of aconite. R. Croton oil, gtts. ij.; crumb of bread, q. s. 
Make into four pills; one to be taken every three hours. 

15. Pain of head did not return until five hours after the usual period, 
and, when it did commence, was less severe ; alvine evacuations frequent, 
but neither so copious nor offensively foetid as formerly, and of natural 
color; urine greatly increased in quantity. Continue the pills. 

16. Had only four hours of pain, which was moderate and tolerable; 
alvine evacuations abundant, but not profuse ; no note of state or amount 
of urine. Continue the pills. | | 

17. Has had no headache since last visit; slept well last night, and is 
refreshed, composed and cheerful. ‘Take one pill night and morning. 

18. No return of headache ; feels perfectly well, and is anxious to re- 
sume business. Pills produced no greater action upon the bowels than 
what an ordinary laxative might have been supposed to have induced. 

24. Continues free from headache up to this date. 

Remarks.—That the benefit in this case was owing to the croton 
oil is evident, I think, from the circumstance, that this medicine was the 
first thing to make an impression on the disease, which had resisted ordi- 
nary purgatives and the application of leeches to the head; and further, 
that when the oil was intermitted, the headache returned with its former 
intensity—yielding neither to arsenic—valuable so frequently in such 
cases—nor to that excellent anodyne, the aconitum napellus. Secondly, 
that the beneficial effects of the remedy were not owing to its action as 
a mere purgative, but to something specific in regard to the disease for 
which it was administered, appears likely from the circumstance, that this 
patient had previously had recourse to the more usual purgatives, had 
induced profuse catharsis, yet experienced no mitigation of suffering. 
Thirdly, in what this specialty of the croton tiglium consists, or through 
what media it developes itself, I am unable to say; but I cannot help 
calling attention to the circumstance, that the urine was increased in 
quantity, and was evidently denser than usual, and that the alvine ev 
uations were of a “yellow color and most offensive smell.” 
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Now these are precisely the more important physiological actions of 
colchicum autumnale, so valuable an agent in articular rheumatism, to 
which, in my opinion, neuralgia bears a strong resemblance. The seat 
of this latter ailment is, I conceive, in the fibrous neurilema, while under 
the influence of that modified form of inflammation which is set up in 
the fibrous structures of the joints when they are attacked with rheuma- 
tism. Not only does identity of tissue support this view of the patholo- 
gy of the disease, but similarity of symptoms also, particularly the cha- 
racteristic tendency in both maladies to periodical exacerbations and to 
intervals of comparative repose. Dr. Lewins, of Leith, has demonstrated 
from chemical analysis, that by the exhibition of the meadow-saffron the 
specific gravity of the urine occasionally rises from 1.009 to as high as 
1.037 ; and that the cause of this increased density is the augmentation 
of urea and of urate of ammonia, results which Dr. Lewins tells us have 
been verified by Professor Chelius, of Heidelberg. By the influence of 
colchicum-also, as well as by that of croton tiglium, the alvine evacua- _ 
tions assume a bright yellow coior, the liver being stimulated appa- 
rently through the duodenum, in accordance with the physiological law, 
that when a membrane is irritated on which an excretory duct opens, the 
gland from which that duct proceeds is excited to unusual secerning ac- 
tivity. Can it be then that the croton tiglium is similar in its action to 
the colchicum autumnale, and that it does good in tic douloureux by in- 
ducing the same effects that colchicum does when it alleviates the suffer- 
ings of the gouty and the rheumatic—by eliminating urea and uric acid 
salts through the urine when these highly nitrogenous productions of the 
blood are in excess, and thereby the sources of constitutional irritation, 
and also by causing a supersecretion of bile? We know that colchicum 
is an invaluable remedy in fibrous or articular rheumatism ; and if 1 am 
correct as to the pathology of neuralgia, and if croton oil is beneficial 
in that disease, is it unreasonable to suppose that two remedies which 
cure similar complaints should do so in a similar manner ? 

This case and these speculations have been published chiefly for the 
purpose of directing the attention of the profession to this subject, to 
the effects especially of croton oil on the kidney, and to the character 
of the urine under its influence; for I feel conscious that I did not, in the 
above case, examine that secretion so minutely, as to warrant me in tres- 
passing any longer on the indulgence of the reader.—London Lancet. 


NEW YORK STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


[THe following minute and valuable account of the origin and progress 
of an insane hospital which is intended to be the largest in the world, 
is extracted from the Oneida Whig. Our principal object in copying it 
is to place on scientific record, a paper that may be of consequence to 
medical inquirers in collecting statistical memoranda in regard to asylums 
for the insane in our country, which are becoming more and more valuable 
with the lapse of time.] 

The New York State Lunatic Asylum was founded by an act of the 
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Legislature, passed at its session in 1836. Under that act, commissioners 
were appointed by the Governor to examine and select a suitable site for 
the buildings, and an appropriation of 10,000 was made for that pur- 
pose. A further sum of $50,000 was appropriated to commence the 
work, In the ensuing year, the commissioners, afier a careful and tho- 
rough examination of many of the most favorable locations in the State, 
made choice of that on which the main building now stands. It is on 
a beautiful and elevated position, situated about one mile west of the 
heart of Utica, and commands a fine view of the city, and adjacent vil- 
lages of Whitesboro’, Yorkville, York Mills, and New Hartford. 

Owing to the delay occasioned by a difficulty in procuring the land, 
the work was not commenced until the spring of 1838, when the founda- 
tions were laid according to a plan contemplating the erection of four 
buildings, each of 550 feet front, placed at right angles to each other, 
facing outwards. They were to be connected at the angles by veran- 
dahs of open lattice work, and each building was to be three stories high 
exclusive of an attic and a basement. The surface enclosed by the 
foundations, measures 134 acres, of which the buildings are to occupy 
2} acres. 

Nothing farther was done during the year than the laying of these 
foundations, as in their construction the first appropriation was exhaust- 
ed. The Legislature, at its ensuing session, considering that the condi- 
tion of the State finances would not warrant the continuance of the 
work on so large a scale, wisely directed that all work on three of the 
foundations should cease after they had been raised to a level, and 
secured against injury from rain and frost; they also made an appropria- 
tion of $75,000 for continuing the work on the main building, as it had 
been originally contemplated. Since that time, two appropriations of 
$75,000 each have been applied to its construction, and with these seve- 
ral sums the main building fronting to the north has been completed, and 
awaits only the sanction of the Legislature to be occupied. 

This edifice is of the Grecian Doric order of architecture, and is con- 
structed of a dark-grey limestone, quarried at Trenton, about eleven 
miles distant from Utica. The stone is finely dressed, placed in even 
layers and pointed with a cement as lasting as the stone itself. This 
limestone is as durable as granite, and on a sun-shining day it sparkles 
so as to resemble that stone very closely. — 

Approached from any direction, the building presents an imposing a 

rance. Its massive cut-stone columns (the largest in the Union), 
its beautiful style of architecture, and its elevated and commanding posi- 
tion, give it an appearance of imposing grandeur, equalled by no other 
structure in the State. It is composed of a centre building, two middle, 
and two end wings. The cenire, intended as a place of residence for 
the superintendent, steward, and other officers cf the Asylum, is four 
stories in height exclusive of an attic of 20 feet, and a basement. It is 
surmounted. by a beautiful dome, from which a fine view can be obtained 

a rich country around, embracing every variety of landscape. 

The wings of the building are intended solely for the use of patients 
and their attendants, and in their internal arrangement great care has 
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been taken to introduce every modern improvement to render what the 
purposes of such an institution would require—a durable and convenient 
hospital, combining all the requisite guards against the escape of patients, 
with as little the appearance of a prison as possible, and affording every 
facility for the comfort, well being, and cure of its unfortunate inmates. 

The centre comprises, on the first floor, two dining rooms for patients, 
one communicating with the hall of each wing; one private dining 
room for the family of the superintendent; two drawing rooms and an 
office for the physician. Connected with each dining room are dumb 
waiters, communicating with the kitchens underneath, from which food 
is supplied. A closet to contain the table furniture, and a wash-sink 
to cleanse the same, are also attached to each dining room. In the 
rear of the patients’ dining rooms is a verandah supported by cut-stone 
pieces, between which an iron sash work is secured to guard against 
the escape of patients. Here that class of patients who are not kept in 
close confinement can resort at all hours during the day, communica- 
tion with the wings being opened by doors at the ends of the halls. The 
arrangement of the second and third stories is the same as the first, 
with this exception: the space over the drawing rooms is divided off in 
each story into four sleeping apartments. ‘The dining rooms are the 
sanfe as in thefirst. In the fourth story an apartment 93 feet by 36, and 
18 in height, and capable of seating one thousand persons, has been 
finished in a plain and substantial manner for a chapel. ‘The remainder 
of this story is divided into seven small sleeping apartments. In the 
basement of the centre are the kitchens, one under each tier of patients’ 
dining rooms. They contain, besides the usual appendages to such apart- 
ments, two wrought-iron ovens of a circular form, with revolving pans 
heated by a furnace underneath. The ease and facility with which all 
kinds of baking can be done in these ovens, renders them valuable ad- 
ditions to this department. Forty loaves of bread can be baked in each 
oven at one time, and yet the whole surface covered by either one of 
them does not exceed twenty-five square feet. In addition to the kitch- 
ens, the centre basement contains one wash, one dry, one ironing, and 
one engine and pump room. ‘The wash room is furnished with a row of 
tubs supplied with cold water from cisterns in the wings, and with hot 
water from a reservoir in the same room. ‘The water is heated by pass- 
ing a current of steam from the boiler in the engine room adjoining, di- 
rectly into the reservoir, which is two-thirds filled with cold water. 
This method has been found the safest and most expeditious, and is a 
great convenience when such large quantities of hot water are constantly 

uired. The drying room is warmed by steam brought from the 
boiler, and conveyed through cast-iron tubes around three sides of the 
apartment and terminating in another. A sufficient degree of heat is thus 
kept up to answer all the necessary purposes of drying clothes, &c. 

In the engine and pump room is placed a high pressure steam engine 
of six horse power, with a boiler of sufficient capacity to supply an engine 
of double that power. The surplus steam is to be used for the purposes 
above mentibned, and’also for heating water in tanks in the attics of the 
wings, which are to supply the bath rooms and the wash sinks connected 
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with the dining rooms. The engine is to be used for forcing water by 
means of pumps into large tanks in the attics, when through dryness 
of the season they have failed to be supplied with rain from the roofs 
above. 

The middle and a portion of the end wings are divided into wards 
10 feet square for the use of the patients, with halls 13 feet in width ex- 
tending from the centre building to the extremities of the end wings. 
A portion of the end wings is reserved for the use of attendants. One 
of the wards in each story of each middle wing is to be used for a bath 
room, another for a water closet. Two distinct and separate flights of 
steps afford communication between the different stories. Each story 
of the wings is, on account of the brick partition walls, essentially alike: 
225 patients can be accommodated in the building without making use 
of the attics and basements, which can be occupied if necessary. By 
using these, some 40 more patients can be accommodated. The greater 
part of the rooms in the attic are intended for the use of the domestics 
of the establishment. In this story are placed two large water tanks, 
each capable of containing 300 hogsheads of water. These are lined 
with lead, and are to be supplied as far as possible with rain water from 
the roof; when this fails, the mode before stated will be used. 

There are also two other tanks of lesser dimensions, which are t6 be 
used as hot-water reservoirs for supplying the bath rooms, &c., underneath. 
The water is heated in the same manner as in the wash room in the 
basement. 

The wings to be occupied by the patients, are warmed by heated air 
from furnaces in the basements. In the basement of each wing two large 
cast-iron furnaces, each weighing 4000 pounds, and calculated to burn 
four-feet wood, are placed, and are so constructed as to admit a current 
of fresh air from the exterior of the. building, underneath the bottom 
plates. From these the air passes through tubes running perpendicularly 
to the top of the furnace, and becoming heated in its passage is confined 
in a chamber above, whence it is conveyed by means of iron tubes 
through the walls into the upper halls. Two openings, one on each 
side, admit the warm air into the halls, and from these it passes through 
lattice openings over the doors, into the various apartments, diffusing 
throughout the whole building an equal temperature, which can be regulat- 
ed at pleasure by means of slides at the openings in the walls, or at the 
connection of the tubes with the hot-gir chambers. This method of 
warming the building has been fairly tried, and found to work admirably. 

To guard against the escape of the inmates, an outer sash of cast 
iron is secured to each window-frame in the wings. The glass window 
can be raised at pleasure, as it is hung with pullies and weights, but the 
iron sash being immoveable offers a barrier through which escape would 
be impossible. 

In order to keep up a free circulation of pure air throughout the build- 
ing at all times, a ventilator opens into each ward and admits the passage 
of fresh air from flues in the walls communicating with the outer air at 
the extremities of the building. 


To prevent the noise in one story from being heard in another, to the 
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disturbance, perhaps, of a convalescing class of patients, the flocrs are 
made double, with a thick coat of mortar laid between each planking. 
This answers the double purpose of preventing the passage of sound, 
and of retarding the communication of fire from one story to the other 
until measures can be taken to subdue it. 

All the work of the building, both external and internal, is of the most 
durable kind. The materials generally are not of a perishable nature, 
and the mechanical execution is equal to anything in the State. Ex- 
ternally, it is impenetrable to fire. Internally, no fire could make se- 
rious progress before it could be quenched. The walls of each parti- 
tion are of brick, one foot in thickness, and are carried up to the roof, 
which is covered with tin plate. 

The grounds immediately adjoining the building, are to be laid out in 
grass plats, flower gardens, &c., with gravel walks, and further beauti- 
fied by shade trees, plants, shrubs, &c. Connected with the Asylum is 
a productive farm of 130 acres, on which can be raised all the vege- 
tables that may be required for the consumption of the great lunatic 
household. Much of the labor can be performed by the hands of the lu- 
natics themselves, as experience has proved that nothing so much as em- 
ployment contributes to the restoration to reason of those patients who, 
previous to the attacks of insanity, were engaged in some active em- 
ployment. 

The manner in which all the work about the building has been per- 
formed, shows that none but skilful mechanics were engaged in its execu- 
tion, and we venture to say, no building of such magnitude in the United 
States has been put up with the rapidity of this. 

The whole amount of money expended on this building has been about 
$230,000; and on the foundation of the others, not far from $40,000 
more. The site was purchased at a cost of $16,000, $10,000 of 
which was appropriated by the State, the remaining $6,000 was con- 
tributed by the citizens of Utica. When the whole work shall nave 
been completed according to the original plan, it will form the greatest 
institution of the kind in the world. As it now is, it surpasses any other 
lunatic asylum in the United States, both in point of magnitude, and ex- 
cellence and adaptation of internal arrangement. It is a noble monu- 
ment of the public spirit, as well as of the benevolent feeling of the 
legislators of the Empire State, and it will stand for ages as an evidence 
of the enlightened and liberal spirit of the present generation. 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL.—SURGICAL CASES TREATED 
BY J. C. WARREN, M.D. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgica) Journal.) 


Derormity consequent upon the Cicatrix of a Burn.—Adhesion of 
Chin to Sternum.—Operation—A healthy, single woman, et. 19, 
twelve years since was severely burned on the upper part of chest, neck — 
and lower part of face, in consequence of her clothes taking fire. Very 
little attention was paid to obviate the contractions of the integuments, 
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always attendant upon the cicatrization of solutions of continuity due 
to this cause; and at the end of seven months after the accident, the 
wound was perfectly healed, with the skin of the chin closely attached 
to that of the upper part of sternum, and the motions of the lower jaw 
entirely destroyed. 

She entered the Hospital February 28, 1842, presenting the following 
appearances :—The chin was closely united to sternum by hard, firm 
cicatrices, which extend over the upper part of chest, over chin and up 
the sides of the face as far as the lower part of ears, on the right side as 
far back as extremity of clavicle, and on left about two inches further 
back, allowing to thé head a motion of only about half an inch. The 
under lip was completely everted, and the lower jaw, the development 
of which had been arrested in a considerable degree, was protruded and 
bent downward in such a manner that the incisor teeth projected almost 
directly forward, not being capable of approximation to the upper jaw by 
at least two thches: the first molar tooth of upper jaw, in consequence 
of this displacement and deformity, strikes upon the second molar of the 
under, which two teeth are the only ones useful in mastication, and these 
to a very limited degree. There has been some temporary inconvenience 
from the inability to retain the saliva, but this is of rare occurrence. 

In addition to this deformity of the lower jaw, this traction upon the 
lower part of the face, maintained through so large a portion of the time 
occupied by the growth of the parts to their state as in the adult,.had 
exerted a very sensible effect upon the facial integuments, and even 
bones, quite to the forehead; the lower lids being drawn down, the 
cheeks flattened, and a general elongation given to the face, in addi- 
tion to that simulated by the position of the lower jaw. In a word, the 
deformity was one of the worst of its species, and the appearance of this 
young woman, whose countenance might otherwise have been pleasing, 
gave a sensation of pain to every one who saw her. 

To remedy, if possible, this disagreeable condition, the following ope- 
ration was performed. The patient lying upon the back, an incision 
was made through the cicatrix, beginning two inches back of the middle 
of left, and extending around to the middle of right clavicle, passing 
within an ‘inch of under lip ; by this first incision, the cicatrix was nearly 
divided, and about half an inch gained in the motion of the head. The 
dissection was then continued in a very careful manner through the re- 
mainder of the cicatrix and the cellular membrane beneath, the power of 
elevating the head being increased at each stroke of the knife. - The su- 
perficial parts being thus divided, the sternal heads of the mastoid mus- 
cles were seen in each side of the trachea, firin and rigid, and_ evidently 
restraining entirely any further raising of the head; both of these were 
consequently divided, and the chin was thus separated about three inches 
from sternum, leaving a wound six and a quarter inches long by three 
and a half broad, on each side of which the pulsations of the carotids 
were distinctly visible. In making the first incision, both external jugu- 
lar veins were divided, but no vessel requiring a ligature. A compress wet 
with cold water was applied to the wound, and the patient was placed up- 
on the back in bed, with no pillow under the head. In the afternoon 
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there was some hemorrhage from the wound made in the left jugular 
veia; this was tied by the house-surgeon, and the bleeding arrested. 
Scraped lint was then applied to the whole wound. Since then the 
wound has progressed slowly towards cicatrization. 

About the middle of March she had a slight erythema about the left 
shoulder, which, however, lasted only a few days. The wound is now 
in progress of healing, and the patient will eventually have an increased 
motion of the head, and also the power of elevating the lower lip, perhaps 
to a degree sufficient to partially conceal the deformity of the lower jaw, 
which latter may be relieved by a further operation, should the patient be 
_ willing to submit to it. . | 


DR. SHIPMAN’S EXPLANATION. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. — 


Dear Sir,—I notice an article in your Journal of March 9th, referring 
to a communication in relation to the case of mal-practice which was. 
tried in this county some time since, and purporting to give the condition 
of the plaintiff in the suit. “ A correspondent,’ you observe, “ under 
date of February 21st, asserts that the patient whose treatment has been 
the bone of contention till all the neighboring profession are by the ears, 
is again in the alms-house and very feeble; the limb, he says, has never 
been healed, and he intimates that an amputation may yet be necessary.” 
I am exceedingly sorry that any one of our profession, however close he 
might be driven to the wall, should so far forget himself as to descend 
to falsehood or other dishonorable means to attain his end. Mr. Smith, 
the plaintiff, is a poor man, having no family or near relatives. in this vi- 
cinity. He was at the Alms-house a short time in the winter, but more 
from poverty than anything connected with the condition of his limb. 
Having no other home, and unable to procure work at his trade, he re- 
sorted to his old asylum, and labored much of his time while there. Six 
months after the trial, a sinus, which had continued to discharge a smal} 
quantity of matter, healed, and has continued sound to this time. This 
was the ulcer Which some of the witnesses on the trial swore “ would 
remain till death ;” which, as some of my opponents published, was. 
caused by sawing off the bone! and which induced a professor of sur- 
gery to, testify on the trial “that the man stood an equal chance of 
losing his limb.” The present condition of the limb is such that my 
most sanguine expectations have been fully realized. The bone has 
united by firm, healthy callus, with much less deformity than might. have 
been expected ; indeed, considering the extent of the injury, and all the 
circumstances, 1 have seldom known a case of more perfect recovery.. 
He travels without difficulty, with a slight limp produced by the shorten- 
ing of the limb; his bodily health is good, and he is now working at his 
trade as a carpenter in this village, doing a good day’s work, and com- 
manding good wages. Should amputation ever be necessary, it will be 
for causes that do not at present exist, neither have existed, and I am 
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sure the poor fellow prizes his limb too highly to part with it merely for 
the gratification of any individual. 

Soon after the trial, many conflicting and false reports which grew out 
of the affair, and were industriously circulated by some of my opponents, 
induced me to publish a full report of the case, which was corrobo- 
rated by the statements of Lesel. sudead gentlemen of the first stand- — 
ing in point of veracity and professional attainments, together with full 
and correct notes of the testimony adduced on the trial, and some re- 
marks of my own which I considered portions of the testimony demand- 
ed. In commenting upon the testimony, I entertained no feeling or de- 
sire to injure the reputation of any member of my profession, studiously 
avoiding personalities, and treating the opinions which conflicted with m 
own views of sound surgical science with that candor and courtesy which 
ought never to be lost sight of on subjects of professional controversy. 
The publication of the pamphlet was solely an act of defence, and no 
person regretted the necessity of it more than agente I have ever held 
myself ready to substantiate every word of it. Every statement which I 
have made fe prepared to sustain by ample documentary evidence and 
unimpeachable testimony. My friends and myself have been severely 
censured, our principles and practice denounced, and for what? For 
saving the limb and probably the life of a fellow being. If these are 
acts worthy of condemnation, we plead guilty to the charge, and glory 
in such crime. A professor of anatomy and of surgery, who were sum- 
moned by the defendants on the trial, thought proper, for reasons best 
known to themselves, to give such opinions as you find reported in the 
pamphlet. Those opinions were so extraordinary and unexpected, and 
so widely at variance with the established principles of our art and 
the dictates of common sense, that I do not believe, on reflection, they 
will ever advance them again—opinions, which, had they come from 
some sources, would have demanded no notice from me; but when 
emanating from teachers of surgery, they merit a more critical examina- 
tion. It is doubly important that a teacher of the principles and prac- 
tice of surgery, advance those doctrines which shall be applied with 
safety to the treatment of such cases as fall under his own care, or the 
care of those who go forth into the world imbued with the doctrines 
which he has taught them. With these feelings and views, I was induced 
to publish the pamphlet. 

he practice which J adopted was such as my own judgment dictated, 
such as has succeeded repeatedly in my hands, such as 1 supposed 
no scientific surgeon would question, and such as | should pursue again 
under similar circumstances. The principles which I have supported I 
shall continue to support. IT must and shall defend them, if required to 
do so. I have no desire to push the matter to the injury of any indi- 
vidual, but falsehood and misrepresentation 1 shall ever hold myself in 
readiness to refute. A. B. Sxieman, M.D. 
Cortlandville, April 10, 1842. 
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PIN DISLODGED FROM THE CESOPHAGUS—INGENIOUS METHOD. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journa).] 


Axout thirty years ago I was called in the night to visit a lady about 
four miles from home, who had accidentally swallowed a pin, which had 
lodged in the cesophagus, and which «caused her some pain and much 
alarm. I had seen directions for patients, under such circumstances, to 
swallow a small piece of compressed sponge suspended to a piece of strong 
twine, by which the sponge could be drawn up again, with the prospect 
of loosening the pin, and then suffering it to slide harmlessly into the 
stomach. But from the lightness of the material thus employed, it was 
impossible for the patiéht to swallow it. Failing, also, in the use of an 
emetic, and having no instrument at hand suitable for the occasion, it oc- 
curred to my mind to substitute a small leaden bullet for the sponge 
above mentioned ; which, after being thus swallowed and drawn up two 
or three times, was completely successful. This method has since been 
used by me, and always with success. Not knowing as such a means 
has ever been used by any other person than myself, I have thus com- 
municated to you the result, and should you think it of sufficient conse- 
Psa you may give it an insertion in the Journal, or commit it to the 
ames, as you may think proper. C. Bannister. 


Phelps, N. Y., April 4, 1842. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, APRIL 20, 1842. 


LIBRARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 


Dr. Geruarp, the American editor of Dr. Tweedie’s System of Practi- 
cal Medicine, has prepared a new edition, which is complete in all its 
parts. Not long ago the first edition that appeared in the United States 
was issued in five massive volumes, which necessarily made it an expen- 
sive, although a desirable work. The profession prized it so highly that this 
second edition is called for unexpectedly soon, which is a gratifying evi- 
dence of the value placed upon this series of writings. In the new 
and recently announced edition, the publishers, Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, 
have studied economy for those who are the patrons of scientific works. 
By condensing the former five huge volumes, into the convenient com- 
pass of three large octavos, the price is very considerably lessened, al- 
though the original matter is all there, with such additions and emenda- 
tions as Dr. Gerhard considered essential to keep pace with modern dis- 
coveries and improvements. Copies may be found at Mr. Ticknor’s, 
Washington street; and we would recommend young practitioners, espe- 
cially, to secure a medical guide which can be followed under all circum- 
stances, with safety and satisfaction, since the principles taught in the dis- 
sertations of the Library are immutable. 
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Regimen and Longevity.—In a notice of Dr. Bell’s new work, re- 
cently, an intimation was given of an intention of making further obser- 
vations, which we now do briefly, not with a view to find fault, but to ex- 
press the satisfaction derived from his boldness in the cause of tempe- 
rance. Qn this topic the author speaks out with becoming decision; 
but on the articles of diet he is evidently very guarded, as though he 
were fearful of offending some one. Whoever reads the book attentively 
will feel, doubtless, as we do, that Dr. Bell has concentrated the whole 
history of the edible vegetable kingdom, cited the best authorities, and 
given the opinions of every body, but studiously concealed his own, 
which, with us, would weigh down the most of them. It is suspected 
that he favors, essentially, a vegetable diet: and jf he does, there would 
have been no sin in saying so. His declaration, either for or against ani- 
mal food, would be treated with respect by all thinking men who are ac- 
quainted with him, as they know that he has no favorite ends to be an- 
swered in giving a poise to the question, either way. If Dr. Bell be- 
longed to the new school of boarding-house reformers, who starve to live, 
and live to starve, making people pay for being miserable as long as their 
money held out ; or if he wrote bastard physiological books, to fill his own 
pocket, although ostensibly designed to enlighten the benighted minds of 
a flesh-eating world; if he taught that Moses and the prophets only came 
into the world for the purpose of correcting the dietetic calender of the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and lastly, if he were mono- 
maniacal in his determination to be heard, seen and felt in the community, 
till his name was made a loathing in the highway, he would not com- 
mand the esteem of those who now take great delight in the results of 
his literary and scientific researches into the history and philosophy of 
regimen and longevity. 


New York State Medical Society.—By the politeness of the Secretary, 
we have the late transactions of this Society, being Part 2d of the 5th 
volume, and containing, as usual, the minutes of a session, and such papers 
as were communicated from one period to another, by members. One 
of these, from the president, has been noticed on a former occasion, as a 
valuable historical document. Dr. Davis’s review ought to receive more 
definite attention than can be given to it in this paragraph. The same 
remark will also apply to Dr. Purple’s resolution. The following gen- 
tlemen were unanimously nominated for the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, to be conferred by the Regents of the University, viz.: Dr. 
Levi Farr, of Greene; Dr. Wm. C. De Witt, Saugerties; Dr. Lester 
Jewett, Geneva; and Dr. Thomas Goodsell, of Utica. 

It was resolved that the Society instruct the Comitia Minora to present 
to the Legislature a remonstrance against the repeal of the law prohibiting 
unlicensed practitioners from collecting pay for their services. 

The Society presents the pleasing aspect of a vigorous, energetic asso- 


ciation, whose deliberations have constantly in view the honor and use- 


fulness of the medical profession. 


Dr. Coventry’s Address.—On the 25th of January, at a meeting of the 
graduating class of the medical students of Geneva Medical College, a 
request was made of Professor Coventry, Dean of the Faculty, for per- 
mission to publish an address which he had delivered before them that 
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day. The address has accordingly been printed, and comes to us in the 
form of a neat pamphlet. In the character of the sentiments it promul- 
gates, it speaks favorably for the intelligence, benevolence and parental 
solicitude of Dr. Coventry, who evidently viewed the gentlemen who had 
been professionally educated under his own eye, with the partiality of a 
father. This kind of feeling is a charming feature in the character of a 
public instructer.—So many works of various kinds are continually 
crowding in upon the Journal, that it is quite impossible to copy very 
many excellent papers, that are deserving of an extensive circulation. 
This, amongst others, has a claim upon the consideration of those about 
commencing the practice of medicine, and will doubtless be read with de- 
light wherever circulated. 


Public Health in Boston.—There is a general impression abroad that it 
is uncommonly sickly in Boston; but on an examination of the bills of 
mortality, it will be apparent that no epidemic is or has recently been 
prevalent in the city. Several sudden deaths, arising from organic affec- 
tions of the vital organs, seem to have produced some alarm in the com- 
munity. Very many exciting influences are now operating to affect the 
health of those who are not sound in body and mind ; but when these in- 
fluences have been overcome, a better state of health will probably return. 


Medical Institute of Louisville-—By the attentions of the Librarian, the 
catalogue of 1842 has been received at the Journal office, containing 
the names of the students attending the late course of lectures, and a list 
of fifty-three graduates. The honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine 
was conferred on George Rodgers, estan, die, ; George R. Grant, Jack- 
sonville, Ala.; Augustus Webber, Hopkinsville, Ky. ; and Geo. Thomp- 
son, Jefferson, Tenn. Andrew P. Price, M.D., of Circleville, Ohio; and 
Thomas W. Colescott, M.D., Louisville, Ky., were admitted ad eundem. 


Medical Staff of the U. S. Army.—A medical board has been ordered 
to convene in Philadelphia the 2d of May next, for the examination of 
assistant army surgeons, for promotion ; and for the examination of can- 
didates who wish an appointment in the medical staff of the army. The 

resident is Surgeon T. G. Mower, M.D.; Surgeon H. A. Stinnecke, M. 
D. and Surgeon.J. M. Cuyler, M.D., members. Those from the North 
who wish to go before the board, should be there seasonably. 


Transylvania University.—An extra circular is abroad, from the medi- 
cal department, mainly to contradict the report that the integrity of the 
Institution was threatened in consequence of the Dr. Cross affair. The 
Dean, Dr. Mitchell, certifies that “It is due to the Institution and to 
ourselves, to affirm, as we now do, most explicitly, that the reports re- 
ferred to are destitute of foundation.” It seems, therefore, that some- 
body has magnified something outrageously, to propagate a slander that 
has had a rapid run through the United States. 


Smallpox in London.—There were 1053 deaths by smallpox last year 
in the British metropolis ; and had it not been for some extra exertion on 
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the part of certain benevolent individuals, it is fully believed that the 
mortality by that worst of maladies would have been far greater. Only 
a little time ago, comparatively, when the smallpox was epidemic in Lone. 
don, 1145 deaths occurred in three months. Notwithstanding the ackow- 
ledged efficacy of vaccination, such is the neglect of the people to avail 
themselves of its protection, that the mortality by smallpox is annually 
increasing throughout the United States. A few cities, by well-timed 
municipal laws, encourage vaccination ; but throughout the wide-spread 
country, it is rarely practised except on some sudden alarm arising 
from the discovery of a case of smallpox near at hand. 


Phrenological Journal.—One unacquainted with the scrupulous ex- 
actness of Mr. Fowler, the editor, would almost believe that he intended 
to make merry with his readers in the April No. of his Journal, published 
on all-fool’s day. The No. commences at page 98 and leaves off at 72. 
Somewhere near the middle is page 120; and directly opposite, page 49! 
Now tiis is exceedingly provoking to one who takes as much pleasure as 
we do, in following out all Mr. Fowler’s essays. Send on something 
more correct than this, or the friends of phrenological science in Massa- 
chusetts will suspect the loss of that organ which formerly gave correct- 
ness to the sheets of their favorite periodical. 


Efficacy of Hydrocyanic Acid in Angina Pectoris.—Dr. Schlessier, of 
Pietz, relates the case of a man, 48 years old, of a delicate constitution, who 
had suffered for four years with a disease of the heart, with alteration 
of the druits of this organ. It was accompanied with periodical acces- 
sions of angina pectoris, of vertigo, and of imperfect consciousness. In 
March, 19839, after great fatigue, undergone during rain, the man was 
attacked with a sudden paroxysm of asthma, with pain of the chest, 
dyspnea, and orthopnea; there occurred a small dry cough, incessant 
and fatiguing, which occasionaliy produced bloody sputa; then at every 
movement which the patient made, even when he closed his eyes, he ex- 
perienced an alarming sense of strangulation. With these symptoms 
there appeared an intense fever, of which the remissions were very short; 
the heart symptoms had also assumed an aggravated character. Then 
came on vertigo, hallucination, sometimes loss of consciousness, a feeling 
of tension, beating of the carotids, and, in short, all the symptoms in- 
dicative of a mortal apoplexy. To alleviate this condition, recourse was 
had successively to general and local bleeding; to cold applications; to 
sinapisms and blisters; calomel and rhubarb, digitalis, acetate of morphia 
with squills were administered. These remedies were used during five 
days without any effect, and had not relieved the sleeplessness and orthop- 
nea of the patient, which made him every minute wish for death. Herr 
Schlessier now gave prussic acid. [It was given, pure and recently pre- 
pared, to the patient in the dose of one drop every two or three hours. 
An hour after the exhibition of the medicine, the symptoms lost their 
intensity, and gradually diminished. The sixth day, when the patient took 
only four doses in the twenty-four hours, all the symptoms of the ence- 
phalic and respiratory organs had disappeared. As regards the heart 
there was no change. After this the patient was subjected to a tonic 
regimen. Fora long time he took alum with rhatany root and extract 
of lettuce. Three months afterwards the patient was well, and appeared 
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alleviated even of those symptoms which existed before the last attack. 
Upon every access of the asthma the patient invariably found relief from 
the hydrocyanic acid.— Med. Zeitung— London Lancet. 


On the Use of Ozxalic Acid. By Dr. Narpo.—Dr. Nardo has employ- 
ed this acid in inflammations of mucous membranes, and finds that its an- 
tiphlogistic action is more marked than that of any other vegetable acid, 
possessing the property of instantly calming the severe pains, which fre- 
quently accompany inflammation of the mucous tissne. He has used it 
with success in acute and chronic affections confounded under the name of 
angina, in different inflammations of the mouth, aphtha of newborn infants, 
gastritis, and gastro-enteritis. The following is the formula he prefers : 
R. Solution of gum arabic, 3 ounces (94 gram.); oxalic acid, 1 to 2 gr. 
(15 to 30 per cent.) ; gooseberry syrup, 1 ounce (32 gram.). A tablespoon- 
ful (cuillerée & bouche) to be taken slowly at short intervals. — Brit. Review. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Austin Flint has completed a popular course 
of lectures on anatomy and physiology at Buffalo, that appear to have 
given great satisfaction; our friend Gen. Potter was chairman of a com- 
mittee that reperted several very complimentary resolutions in regard to 
the course, on the completion of the first series—A colored woman died 
at Patterson, N. J., aged 114, leaving a daughter of 70.—Dr. Z.-E. Pen- 
dleton, of Monticello, Miss., in an attempt to chastise a man by the name 
of Enghard, was so severely stabbed that he soon died, and the jury de- 
cided that Enghard was justified in killing him, in self-defence.—Dr. 
Matt, says the Traveller, comes out in favor of tobacco, as a preventive, 
and perhaps a cure, of laryngeal phthisis. This is in accordance with 
the doctrine first advanced by Dr. Mauran, of Providence, R. I., three 
years ago, in this Journal, and for which he was severely assailed by 
the anti-tobacconists.—Mrs. Hawley’s school of calisthenic exercises for 
young misses and small boys, meets with very great encouragement in 

ston. All the feeble, puny young masters and misses in the city 
should be placed under her systematic care, as the most philosophical 
method for developing attennated muscles or strengthening a slender 
frame.—Dr. J. W. Thompson and Dr. Robert McKay, of Delaware, are : 
distinguished members of the New York Home Industry Convention ; 
also, Dr. J. A. White, of Michigan.—A child in Foster,.R. 1., was poi- 
soned to death by eating the prepared ends of a bunch of friction matches. 
—Faneuil Hall cannot be had for the annual dinner of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society, on the 25th of May. as petitioned for, as it had 
been previously granted by the city authorities for a total abstinence fair. 
—The rate of mortality in Vienna, is stated to be 1 in 22; Rome, 1 in 
24; Naples and Amsterdam, 1 in 28; Brussels, 1 in 29; Madrid, 1 in 
35; Paris, 1 in 36; Geneva, 1 in 40; London, 1 in 44.—Dr. Barent P. 
Staats was last week elected mayor of the city of Albany.—Dr. Stephen 
W. Williams, of Deerfield, is the orator of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society on the next anniversary meeting. 


Dir0,—In Boston, George B. Doane, M.D., 49—as distinguished for his kind- 
ness to the sick, particularly the sick poor, as for his skilful treatment of disease. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending April 16, 55.—Malex, 23 ; Females, 32. Stillborn, 4. 
Of consumption, 5—pleurisy, 3—debility, 3—erysipelas, 1—infantile, 5—lung fever, 3—dropsy in 
the head, 1—scarlet fever, 7—old age, 3—child-bed, 5—cancer, |—fits, 1—disease of the brain, ]—pa- 
ralysis, 2—-inflammation of the Jungs, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 2—intemperance, 1—diarrhea, 
of the heart,l—jaundice, 1—rheumatism, ]—hemorrhage, 1—stoppage in the 
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REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, 
Kept at the State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Ms. Lat. 42° 15! 49". _Elevation 483 3 ft. 


a ’ ’ 
March. || ||2,P-M.|| 2, P.M. Remarks. 
s 
1, Tues. | 32 43)44) 29.61129.53)29.49;, S W Fair 
2| Wed. || 40/49/49) | SW Cloudy {|.18 inch rain in the night. 
3} Thur. 61/63! | 29.01/29.14] 28.20/| W Fair 
4|\Frid. | |47/69)65/|28.21/28.20|29.20)| W Fair 08 inch rain, Therm. 70 at 3, 57 at 9 P. M. 
5/ Satur. | |58!40/ 38} | 29.05 29.30) 29.40}! NE |} Cloudy ||.17 inch rain. birds begin to sing, 
6'Sun. 29.62! 29.60|| N E Cloudy ||.29inch rain. Thunder storm at 9 P. M. 
7|Mon. !|34/40'38! |28.35; 28.38) 29.40'' N E Cloudy 
8] Tues. | |28;41/46| |29.71/ 29.63] 29.64/| N W Fair 
9| Wed. | |32/42/ 40] | 29.58) 29.39! 29.16 S W Cloudy 
10!Thur. | 44/59/52] | 29.00] 29.02! 29.16] N W air High wind. 
Frid. |}41)36) 30) | 29.29) 29.10|29.20|| NE Cloudy ||Snow at 7 o’clock, A. M. 
12| Satur. | | NW Fair High wind. Zodiacal light. 
13)Sun. {/23) 32/36) | 28.65) 29.55/29.53]| Cloudy ||Zodiacal light. 
14| Mon. |/30/42/40} |}29.58/ 29.57'29.57||  N Cloudy 
Tues. | 44) | 29.55) 29.50;29.49|| W Fair 
16| Wed. | 30/43/44] 29.59! 29.63/29.62)| N W Fair 
17; Thur. | | 37/54/56} |29.38/29.17/29.15|| 8 W Fair Frogs peeping. 
1g'Frid. |'38)51,46} N W Fair 
19 Satur. | !35' 60/58) |29.48/ 28.21/29.22}; 8 W Fair Trailing arbutus in flower. 
20;Sun. |/41)56| 53; W Fair Elms in blossom. 
21| Mon. ||26/47/44! 29,50 29.54/29.54!: N W Fair 
22) Tues. ||30/32'28! 29.50 29.44/29.46'| N E Snow /'Snow in the night. 
23, Wed. N , Fair ‘Fall of snow about four inches. 
24 ‘Thar. 20; 43) 40) |29.69 29.70 29.69;| N Fair Halo around the moon. 
25( Frid. 31/32 33} | 29.56) 29.43) 29.29|| N E Rain |/Snow in night. Hail storm, with thunder. 
26| Satur. ||32/40/37| |29. 17 29.18|29.28|| NW || Cloudy ||Thunder storm, hail. 
27\Sun. 29.45/29.32)| W air 
28)|Mon | 29.17/29.35!29.53!| N Fair | Beautiful sunset. 
29|Tues 29.69 29.70/29.62|| W Fair 
30} Wed. 29.32 29.09/29.05|| S W Rain -26 inch rain in the night. 
31) Thur. |'39 /29.12'29.24'29.38|| N E Snow |;Snow squall commenced at half past 12, 


This month =a tees unusually pleasant for March; the first part of the time very mild and warm, 
the few last da ys chilly, squally and blustering. The barometer has ranged from 28.89 to 29.80; the 
ee om 12 to 70, mean 41. Rain, 2.24 inches. 


SUMMER COURSE OF LECTURES, 
AT THE MARINE HOSPITAL, QUEBEC. 
Tue situation of Quebec—the great amount of shipping which its harbor contains during the sum- 
mer season—the number of emigrants, seamen and strangers, which during that season increase its 
population—the many and various diseases and accidents admitted into the hospital (amounting dur- 
ing the last year to nearly 1,900 patients), are some of the advantages which render that city a most 
eligible place for the establishment of a school of medicine and surgery. 

To enable the medical student to derive the greatest possible advantage from this extended field of 
observation, the undersigned have resolved, during the ensuing summer, to give a course of Lectures 
on the following branches :— 

Surgery and Surgical Anatomy, by Jas. Doveias, M.R.C. 

Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children, by Dr. PAINCHAUD. 
Practice of Physic, by Jas. SEWELL, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence and Pharmaceutical Chemistry, by J. Racy, M.D. 


The course will commence on the first Monday in May, and terminate on the first Saturday in 


tober. 
In connection with the above, a full course of Anatomy will be given during the winter months. 
J. DOUGLAS, M.R.C. 
Ap. 18—4t JOS. PAINCHAUD, M.D. 
JAS. A. SEWELL, M.R.C.E. 
JNO. RACY, M.D. 'E. 


TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
Tue subscribers, at their rooms in Tremont street, continue to give personal instruction to private pupils 


as heretofore, in the various branches of medicine, in connection with the practical pursuit of anatomy, 
and attendance on the Massachusetts General Hospital, the Eye and ey Infirmary, and the other op- 


portunities belonging to their school. COB BIGELOW, 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, 
Jy 28—eoply D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 


OLIVER W. HOLMES. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid, It is also ‘published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J, V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year, Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 
advance. Orders from adistance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. ' 
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